
Oak Park and River Forest High School 
District 200 

201 North Scoville Avenue  Oak Park, IL  60302-2296 
 
TO:  Board of Education  

FROM:  Amy Hill, Director of Assessment and Research   

DATE:  September 28, 2012 

RE:  Results of 2012 Illinois Youth Survey 

 

BACKGROUND 
Since 2006, on an every-other-year basis, OPRFHS has administered the Illinois Youth Survey (IYS). Sophomores and 
seniors have completed the survey, which asks questions about a number of topics related to student health and safety. 
Of primary local interest have been students’ responses related to alcohol and other drug use. This report provides a 
summary and visual displays of several key aspects of students’ perceptions and self-reported substance use. The full 
data set from IYS is also attached for your review. 

 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
2012 marked the fourth time OPRFHS has administered the IYS, and we are thus able to make some longitudinal 
comparisons. The number of respondents has  increased over the years we have administered the survey. In 2006, 227 
sophomores and 179 seniors completed the survey; in 2012 those numbers were 641 and 561, respectively. Beginning in 
2010, we explicitly attempted to survey all students at each grade level rather than half of each class as was the IYS 
protocol for the previous two survey administrations.  

 

Compared to last year, students’ reported use of alcohol in the 30 days prior to taking the survey was unchanged among 
sophomores (41%) and was slightly higher among seniors (61%) (Figure 1).  Rates of use among OPRFHS students 
continue to be higher than among their peers in the larger Cook County area. 

 

Among students who reported any alcohol use, most sophomores indicated they had used alcohol one or two times in 
the past 30 days; that rate was also the most common response among seniors who reported use in the past 30 days 
(Figures 2-3). Rates of use in the prior year were virtually the same as last year: 61% for sophomores and 75% for seniors 
(Figures 4-5).  

2006 2008 2010 2012

OPRFHS 12th 67% 57% 59% 61%

Cook County 12th 59% 54% 47% 51%

OPRFHS 10th 41% 46% 41% 41%

Cook County 10th 43% 37% 34% 34%
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Figure 1. 
 Percent of Students Reporting Alcohol Use, Past 30 Days 

“Past 30 Days” refers to the 30 
days prior to when the students 
completed the survey. For 
OPRFHS students, that timeframe 
would have been March-April, 
2012. 
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Students’ reported use of marijuana is somewhat higher among OPRFHS sophomores  and lower among seniors than 
last year, while trends in the region indicate slight increases in reported use among students at both grade levels over 
the past four years (Figure 5). 
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OPRFHS Grade 12 (2011-12) 

42% 

18% 

14% 

10% 

7% 

9% 

Figure 4. Incidence of Alcohol Use,  
Past Year, Grade 10 (2011-12) 
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Figure 5. Incidence of Alcohol Use,  
Past Year, Grade 12 (2011-12) 

2006 2008 2010 2012

OPRFHS 12th 41% 33% 41% 37%

Cook County 12th 24% 24% 25% 29%

OPRFHS 10th 34% 26% 28% 30%

Cook County 10th 17% 16% 19% 19%
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Figure 5. 
Percent of Students Reporting Marijuana Use,  

Past 30 Days 
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Students were asked whether they had been drunk or high at school in the previous year; a smaller percentage of 
seniors and a slightly higher percentage of sophomores answered yes compared to last year, though positive responses 
among both groups have declined over the past four years (Figure 11). Note that the wording of the question does not 
provide specific information about when students were under the influence at school (e.g. during the school day, at 
evening events, dances, etc.). 
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Figure 7. Incidence of Marijuana Use,  
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Figure 8. Incidence of Marijuana Use,  
Past 30 Days, OPRFHS Grade 12 (2011-12) 
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The IYS asks students how many times in the past two weeks they have had five or more alcoholic drinks in a row. That 
question reflects the definition of binge drinking. Our students’ rates of reporting binge drinking are lower, overall, 
compared to 2006, though there was no change among sophomore rates from last year to this year (Figure 14). 

 

2006 2008 2010 2012

OPRFHS 12th 25% 22% 24% 21%

Cook County 12th 15% 17%

OPRFHS 10th 23% 17% 17% 18%

Cook County 10th 13% 12%
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Figure 11. Percent of Students Admitting to Being Drunk or 
High at School One or More Times, Past Year 
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Figure 12. Percent of OPRFHS Students 
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Figures 15 and 16 show how rates of substance use increased from sophomore year to senior year. Each bar represents 

one group of students surveyed at two points in their high school years. The blue portion of each bar shows the percent 

of students surveyed who reported in their sophomore year that they had used the substance one or more times in the 

previous 30 days; the red portion represents the additional percent of students surveyed who reported in their senior 

year that they had used the substance one or more times in the previous 30 days.1  For the Class of 2008, reported 

marijuana use was 1% lower when students were surveyed as seniors compared to their results as sophomores (Figure 

16).  

   

                                                           
1
 Note that these are group data, not matched responses. Students participating in their sophomore year are not necessarily the 

exact same students participating in their senior year, though given the number of participants at each grade level there is 
significant overlap between the two groups. 

2006 2008 2010 2012

OPRFHS 12th 42% 37% 39% 37%

Cook County 12th 37% 34% 28% 31%

OPRFHS 10th 23% 23% 19% 19%

Cook County 10th 22% 19% 17% 16%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Figure 14. Percent of Students Reporting Binge Drinking, 
Past Two Weeks 
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Figure 15. Percent of Students Reporting 
Alcohol Use, Past 30 Days 
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Figures 18-19 pertain to the survey question “In the past 30 days, what percent of students at your school do you think 
have had beer, wine, or hard liquor.”  Figure 18 shows how student responses were distributed across the answer 
options. For example, about 10% of sophomores responded that 41-50% of their peers had had beer, wine, or hard 
liquor in the previous 30 days. Compared to actual rates of use reported by sophomores and seniors, the response 
patterns in Figure 18 show that sophomores, in particular, tend to overestimate the prevalence of alcohol use among 
their peers. That overestimation may lead to a false notion that “everyone is doing it”, which in turn is linked to a sense 
of peer pressure to conform and drink alcohol. 
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Figure 17. Rates of Substance Use, Past Year, OPRFHS Grades 10 and 12 (2011-12) 
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
We anticipate receiving a follow-up report with additional data near the end of the calendar year that will provide 
specific indicators of protective and risk factors of particular salience for our community. Those indicators are likely to 
provide guidance regarding focused preventative efforts most aligned with the needs of our students. In the meantime, 
we are looking at the data in light of current prevention and intervention efforts by our Substance Abuse Prevention 
Coordinator, and we are sharing the information with IMPA.C.T.  A further course of action would be to seek additional 
partners with expertise in the analysis of self-reported youth substance use data to deepen our understanding of our 
students’ response patterns and to consider improvements in our prevention and intervention efforts. 
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Figure 19. Percent of OPRFHS Students Who 
Overestimate Rates of Peer Alcohol Use (2011-12) 
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